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and the newspapers, So the national indignity of universal
bank suspension was just one more blessing conferred upon
a suffering people by its enterprising Press.
Not that anyone between the Rocky Mountains and the
sea appeared to find anything in the least saddening in the
forced closing of every bank in the country and the temporary
disappearance of the dollar from the markets of the world,
Everybody grinned and bore it with almost too much cheer-
fulness,  There was a fine disposition to help one another
out of trouble, and the wandering Englishman came in for
his fair share of this admirable temper.  It was all regarded
as just one more convulsion of the teething infant of the New
World, which would precede its final growth,  Indeed, the
customary effort to attribute American misadventure to
European machinations was bravely made in one " official
circle" at Washington, where someone told the Press1 that
" Americans selling their country short and British mani-
pulations of foreign exchange markets are at the bottom of
the virtual suspension of the gold standard by the United
States____England has been juggling its so-called equalisa-
tion fund in such a way as to draw gold out of this country,"
Much may be forgiven to over-driven public servants at a
grave crisis in their country's fortunes; but this angry fairy-
tale is far too reminiscent of the child that eats too much
jam and blames the man next door for the inevitable con-
sequences.  In other quarters there is less tendency to look
three thousand miles away to find a cause for the collapse
of banking.  Most citizens are apt to think the bankers a
sufficient cause of any failure, and in that profound convic-
tion to go about their business with a fixed resolve that it
is never going to happen again.